
Texas	  State	  University	  Net	  Impact	  Team	  Wins	  Silver	  in	  
It’s	  Up	  to	  Us	  National	  Competition	  

	  
Net Impact’s Up to Us five week 
competition brought 28 Bobcat student 
organizations presented to 23 classes 
throughout campus together to support 
a campus initiative educating students 
on reducing the national debt.  Lead by 
Chris Benavides along with 
videographer, Ryan Sultemeier, six 
educational films formed the basis of 
the initiative.  In Miami at the Award 
Ceremony, Derek Brown was singled 
out with one of the top contributions of 
the 44 university portfolios for his 
creative rap.  Team members included 
Melissa Drue, Shaylee Burns, Tanner 
Boales and Brian Blanco.   

This year’s Up to Us teams were evaluated by a panel of judges, including Congressman Joaquín Castro; 
Chelsea Clinton, Vice Chair of the Clinton Foundation; the Honorable Mick Cornett, Mayor of Oklahoma City; 
Ben Rattray, founder and CEO of the online social change website Change.org; and George Stephanopoulos, 
anchor of ABC’s “This Week” and “Good Morning America." 

"The Up to Us competition and the teams who participate prove that young people are passionate about 
ensuring our nation’s long-term prosperity," said President Bill Clinton. “We all have a responsibility to deal 
with our common challenges and as the winning teams from Stockton University and Texas State have 
demonstrated, students can play an important role in ensuring that one of our nation’s most urgent issues is 
addressed." 

The 2015 Up to Us teams developed a wide variety of creative activities across the country to engage and 
educate their peers on fiscal issues, including hosting substantive discussions with local elected officials, 
economists and entrepreneurs as well as social events such as cake & tabling (Texas State:  On My Two Cents 
Day (February 12), teams and their peers on campus tweeted the hashtags #MyTwoCentsDay and #UpToUs 
more than 1,300 times and shared more than 1,000 photos in which they gave their “two cents” on the need to 
address our long-term fiscal challenges. After the day, teams delivered the input of their fellow students to their 
elected representatives to make their voices heard on these critical issues. 

The Peterson Foundation in conjunction with Clinton Global International University brought the top twenty 
universities to the University of Miami to present their debt reduction ideas to a panel including Ms. Chelsea 
Clinton, Dr. Donna Shalala, President of the University of Miami and former US Secretary of of Health, and 
Ms. Liz Maw, CEO of Net Impact.   


